February 11th, 2007
Hi
Not much to write about again this week. Few entries in my diary. Also, I did not do any exercise at all during the week, except for the run yesterday. I decided to have a break again. The trouble, the exercise can control my asthma (though not always) but it came back as little in the past week though nothing serious. 
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Last Tuesday was ‘Waitangi day’ in New Zealand. Waitangi Day is a public holiday held each year to commemorate the signing of the treaty – New Zealand’s founding document – between Europeans and Maoris on February 6 1840. The picture below is an artists rendition of the signing of The Treaty of Waitangi. The treaty was signed in the grounds of an official’s house now known as the ‘Treaty House’ (which I have never seen – I have never been that far north). The other picture shows the restored Treaty House. Waitangi itself is way up in the north of the country near the town of Whangarei. 
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There have been problems with the Octopus card and ‘EPS. When ‘adding value’ to the card from machines taking ESP cards, people have discovered that money value is not added to cards but is taken from their accounts. So, the KCR and MTR have stopped using the EPS readers until the problem is sorted out. 
I went for a run yesterday, the first exercise for a week. Warmer and quite humid compared with last week. The run was satisfactory (not good) and took 2 hr 14 min. Thigh muscles somewhat sore afterwards! I need to get a new pair of running shoes. Found a very good New Balance HK website about all their different kinds of shoes. So, I went into TST to their shop in the Ocean Terminal to look at their ‘trail’ shoes only to be told that the website is out of date and they no longer have these shoes! Annoying. 

In Hong Kong, the Legislative Council is to set up a committee to investigate government interference in the running, hiring and sacking of staff at the HK Institute of Education (a teacher training institute). One of the main targets seems to be Arthur Li who has been accused of this. For example, I saw on the TV news that Arthur Li had reprimanded the HKIEd Vice President (who was a colleague of mine at the CU School of Education, but went to Canada to live then came back several years ago) for not voting as Li had wanted. Li also told him he would remember this and you will pay for it. Well, he has, as his contract has not been renewed. The President also opposed Li and he too has been sacked. 
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On Tuesday, I go over to the Immigration office for the replacement of my ID card. Next week is Lunar New Year for the year of the pig. The picture shows a gold coin for the new year minted in Australia!


Read in last year’s letter, that it was this week a year ago today that the US billionaire adventurer Steve Fossett set another long-distance flying record, flying non-stop from the US around the world and then continuing across the Atlantic for a second time landing in the south of England. 
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A week or so ago I had a kind of sweet I had not had for many years. The sweets are white cube-shaped mint sweets called MINTIES. They were first made in Australia about 80 years ago and are also very popular in NZ (about 70 million were sold in NZ last year!). However, they are very hard so you must be very careful as they can actually pull fillings out of teeth! However, they are nice. Leonie and Gavin –you may have come across them. Nadine, as I mentioned to you on Skype, now that you are in Australia, look for MINTIES in the shops. You might also see/hear ‘It's moments like these you need Minties!’ which is an expression used in embarrassing situations and was taken from an advertising slogan for Minties.
That’s about it for this time. Managed to spin it out.
Cheers.






























· 2

